ISSN 3078-4220 (Print)
ISSN 3078-4239 (Online)

GLOBAL STRATEGIC PULSE

CISSS Journal of Geopolitical and Geo-Economic Studies
January - June 2026 | Volume II, Issue II

Weaponizing Information: The Evolution of
Propaganda Warfare from the Postcards to the Digital
Age

Safia Malik

Al and Sea-Based Nuclear Command and Control in
India: Implications for Crisis and Deterrence Stability
in South Asia

Maryyum Masood

Influence of Hindutva on Indian Electoral Politics:
Implications for Regional Peace and Security
Tarique Ahmed Abro

Employing Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Pakistan’s
Agriculture Sector: Challenges and Prospects
Ajwa Hijazi

Hypersonic Weapons and Escalation Control between
India and Pakistan: Risks and Challenges for
Deterrence

Abdul Wassay

CISSS

CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC STUDIES SINDH




Influence of Hindutva on Indian Electoral Politics:
Implications for Regional Peace and Security

Tarique Ahmed Abro’

Abstract

This paper analyses the increasing influence of Hindutva on Indian
electoral politics and examines its implications for regional peace and
security. Hindutva has become a central characteristic of Indian electoral
politics, particularly since the rise of Narendra Modi in mainstream
politics. The paper also examines the invocation of anti-Pakistan rhetoric
by Narendra Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders to secure
the Hindu-majority votes, with especial focus on the escalation dynamics
between the two nuclear-armed neighbors, India and Pakistan. The
research questions include: (i) How and when did Hindutva emerge as a
dominant ideological force in Indian electoral politics, (ii) How Narendra
Modi and BJP incentivize anti-Pakistan rhetoric during election campaign
to secure votes?; and (iii) How does Hindutva-driven foreign policy under
Narendra Modi risk military conflict and crisis instability in South Asia?
The paper employs constructivist theoretical framework to analyze the
relationship between India’s domestic electoral politics and its foreign
policy towards Pakistan. Importantly, there is a clear interplay between
Hindutva-based electoral imperatives and Modi-led BJP government’s
military posturing toward Pakistan, thereby affecting regional peace and
security. It is qualitative research and has used secondary sources,
including political speeches, BJP election manifestos, scholarly literature,
and policy reports.

Keywords: Hindutva, Indian Electoral Politics, India-Pakistan Relations,
Strategic Stability, Domestic Politics-Foreign Policy Interplay
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Introduction

From 1947 to 1967, the political landscape in India was largely
dominated by Indian National Congress (INC), as it accommodated diverse
interests, effectively acting as both the ruling party and the dominant voice in
Indian politics.? The Congress party had garnered immense popularity under
the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru.? Consequently, it was able to win first three
general elections i.e., 1952, 1957 and 1962.* Owing to INC’s continuous
electoral success, the period from 1952 to 1967 has been described as the
“Congress System”.> However, Congress party’s dominance began to weaken
following the death of Nehru in 1964.° Importantly, the 1967 general election
proved to be a watershed moment in the Indian electoral politics, as it marked
the end of INC’s absolute, one-party dominance.” For the first time, the
Congress party had lost its absolute majority in several states, leading to
non-Congress governments, often formed through coalition.®

The emergence of Hindutva-based politics was able to pose formidable
challenge to the Congress party’s pluralistic politics during the 1960s.° Earlier,
the Indian electoral politics used to revolve around sociodemographic markers
such as caste, religion, language, and ethnicity.!® However, the introduction of

2 National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), Politics in India Since
Independence, chap. 2, “Era of One-Party Dominance” (New Delhi: NCERT, 2006),
accessed via NCERT, https://ncert.nic.in/textbook/pdf/leps202.pdf.

*  Praveen Rai, “Deinstitutionalization of the Congress ‘Party System’ in Indian Competitive
Politics,” Asian Journal of Comparative Politics 8, no. 4 (2023): 825-839,
https://doi.org/10.1177/20578911231162690.

4 Livingstone G David, “Change From One Party Dominant To Multiparty Dominant
System,” The Indian Journal of Political Science 78, no. 4 (2017): 750-56,
https://doi.org/10.2307/26670171.

> Rajni Kothari, “The Congress ‘System’ in India,” Asian Survey 4, no. 12 (December
1964): 11611173, https://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~sj6/Kothari%20Congress%20System.pdf.

¢ PolSci Institute, “Era of Congress Dominance in Indian Politics,” PolSci Institute,
accessed January 17, 2026,
https://polsci.institute/india-political-process/era-of-congress-dominance-indian-politics/.

7 Ramachandra Guha, “The 1967 Elections Heralded the End of Congress Monopoly over
Political Power,” The Quint, February 20, 2017,
https://www.thequint.com/opinion/the-1967-¢lections-heralded-the-end-of-congress-mono
poly-over-political-power.

8 Hiranmay Karlekar, “The Rout of the Congress Party,” The Harvard Crimson, March 11,
1967, https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1967/3/11/the-rout-of-the-congress-party/.

®  National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), Politics in India Since
Independence, Textbook in Political Science for Class XII (New Delhi: NCERT, 2023),
accessed January 13, 2026, https://ncert.nic.in/textbook/pdf/leps205.pdf.

10 Neelanjan Sircar, “Religion-As-Ethnicity and the Emerging Hindu Vote in India,” Studies
in Indian Politics 10, no. 1 (June 2, 2022): 232102302210828,
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23210230221082824
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Hindutva-based politics during 1950s by the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS) led
to the fragmentation of the Indian electorate and created challenges for the
Congress party’s pluralistic politics.!!

The transformation of the BJS into the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
April 1980 signalled a strategic recalibration aimed at broadening electoral
appeal while retaining its core ideological orientation. BJP emerged as the
single largest party in 1996 general election with 161 seats and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee as the Prime Minter of India. However, the Vajpayee government
lasted only for 13 days because it failed to prove majority in the Lok Sabha.'?
BJP was able to once again form central government in 1998, in the form of
National Democratic Alliance (NDA), with Vajpayee as Prime Minister.
However, it barely lasted for 13 months, as it was defeated in a no-confidence
motion in 1999 by a single vote, leading to fresh election."® General elections
were held in September—October 1999, a few months after the Kargil War.
BJP-led NDA secured 298 seats, and was able to form a government under the
premiership of Mr Vajpayee. Notably, Kargil War is accredited with shaping
BJP’s 1999 election victory by giving nationalistic fervor to BJP’s election
campaign.'*

In 2014 general election, BJP achieved majority after securing 282 seats
under the leadership of Narendra Modi. A clearly visible element of radical
Hindu nationalism (Hindutva) has been incorporated into India’s already
divisive political milieu post-Narendra Modi’s ascendancy in mainstream
politics as the Prime Minister of India (2014—present).'* This transformation

1 Christophe Jaffrelot and Gilles Verniers, “Re-Nationalization of India’s Political Party
System or Continued Prevalence of Regionalism and Ethnicity?,” Asian Survey 51, no. 6
(November 1, 2011): 1090—-1112, https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2011.51.6.1090.

Sarah Shamim, “Election Results: How Have India’s Past Coalition Governments

Fared?,” Al Jazeera (Al Jazeera, June 7, 2024),

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/6/7/election-results-how-have-indias-past-coalition

-governments-fared.

13 Shyamlal Yadav, “How Vajpayee Lost a No-Confidence Motion by One Vote in the 1998
Elections,” The Indian Express, May 28, 2024,
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-history/india-under-vajpayee-93519
88/.

14 The Indian Express, “Explained: How the Kargil War Shaped BJP’s 1999 Election
Victory,” The Indian Express (Explained—History section), accessed January 17, 2026,
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-history/kargil-bjp-1999-nda-electio
ns-vajpayee-9357471/.

15 Cherian George, “The Rise of Hindu Nationalism,” Jdss.org.pk, February 28, 2022,
https://ojs.jdss.org.pk/journal/article/download/1048/988/1554/.

Global Strategic Pulse 2026



44 GSP Volume II, Issue 11 Tarique Ahmed Abro

has resulted in altering the scope of electoral politics in India by shifting the
focus away from broad-based pluralistic accommodation toward increasing
Hindu majoritarianism.'®

Hindus form the largest religious group in India, constituting around
79.8% of the Indian population, making religion a highly effective mobilizing
factor in electoral politics.!” As a result, right-wing political parties, most
notably the BJP, routinely invoke Hindutva to consolidate the Hindu vote.'®
Electoral campaigns in India increasingly rely on religious symbolism,
nationalist slogans, and anti-Pakistan rhetoric to mobilize the majority
electorate."

The political rise of Narendra Modi is closely linked to his ideological
affiliation with Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).? Modi’s long
association with RSS played a significant role in shaping his political
worldview, which emphasizes Hindu majoritarianism, cultural nationalism, and
a strong central state.! These patterns laid the groundwork for the broader
mainstreaming of Hindutva at the national level following his ascent to power.
Narendra Modi’s tenure as the Chief Minister of Gujrat was marked by
propagation of Hindu majoritarian politics, communal violence against
Muslims, and the mainstreaming of right-wing Hindu nationalist groups.?
These policies have continued while he has been in office as Prime Minister.

16 Roshni Kapur and Nazneen Mohsina, “Shift to Majoritarian Politics and Sectarianism in
India: Domestic and International,” Middle East Institute, March 3, 2020,
https://www.mei.edu/publications/shift-majoritarian-politics-and-sectarianism-india-dome
stic-and-international.

17 Stephanie Kramer, “Population Growth and Religious Composition,” Pew Research
Center’s Religion & Public Life Project, September 21, 2021,
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/09/21/population-growth-and-religious-comp
osition/.

18 Tarique Ahmed Abro, “Modi’s India Is Voting Itself out of Democracy,” International
Policy Digest, October 8§, 2025,
https://intpolicydigest.org/modi-s-india-is-voting-itself-out-of-democracy/.

1 Manoj Kumar Jha, “Religious Rhetoric and Divisiveness Threaten India’s
Democracy—Here’s How We Can Safeguard It,” Outlook India, September 24, 2025,
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/religious-rhetoric-and-divisiveness-threaten-indias
-democracyheres-how-we-can-safeguard-it.

20 Raj Verma and Qingzi Gu, “Modi, Nationalism, Populism and India’s Exit from the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership,” Journal of Asian and African Studies,
July 24, 2025, https://doi.org/10.1177/00219096251350145.

2l Kenneth Bo Nielsen, Alf Gunvald Nilsen, and M. Sudhir Selvaraj, “Relocations of
Hindutva: Hindu Nationalism under Modi 3.0,” Forum for Development Studies,
December 14, 2025, 1-17, https://doi.org/10.1080/08039410.2025.2599112.

2 K. Alan Kronstadt, “India: Religious Freedom Issues,” Congress.gov, November 13, 2024,
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R45303/.
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In 2024, Narendra Modi was sworn in as the Prime Minister of India for
the third consecutive term.?® Since assuming office, Modi has overseen the
normalization of Hindutva within India’s political and institutional
frameworks. Policies, political discourse, and state practices increasingly
reflect Hindu nationalist priorities, contributing to the erosion of secular norms
and democratic pluralism. The incorporation of Hindutva into state power has
not only reshaped domestic politics but also influenced India’s foreign policy
orientation.”* Moreover, his aggressive military posturing towards India’s
nuclear-armed neighbour, Pakistan, has also disturbed regional peace and
security.”

India’s relations with Pakistan have increasingly been shaped by
domestic electoral considerations under Modi regime. During elections,
nationalist rhetoric and aggressive military posturing toward Pakistan tend to
intensify, serving as tools for political mobilization. Pakistan is repeatedly
framed as a hostile adversary, allowing BJP leadership to rally domestic
support and divert attention from internal challenges. This linkage between
electoral politics and foreign policy increases the risk of miscalculation
between the two nuclear-armed states and undermines crisis stability in the
region. Importantly, elections in India have proved to be a bad time for regional
peace and security.?

Research Questions
The research questions include: (i) How and when did Hindutva emerge

as a dominant ideological force in Indian electoral politics?; (i) How Narendra
Modi and BJP incentivize anti-Pakistan rhetoric during election campaigns to

% Shi Xiaolian, Uzma Siraj, and Alla Ud Din, “Modi’s Hindutva Policy and Its Impact on
Indo-Pak Relations,” Margalla Papers 28, no. 1 (2024): 1-15,
https://doi.org/10.54690/margallapapers.28.1.2366/.

24 Milan Vaishnav, “The BJP in Power: Indian Democracy and Religious Nationalism,”
carnegicendowment.org, April 4, 2019,
https://carnegiecendowment.org/research/2019/04/the-bjp-in-power-indian-democracy-and
-religious-nationalism?lang=en.

25 Abdul Rahim, Nisar Ahmed Chandio, and Muhammad Bakhsh Lolai, “Modi’s Hindutva
Policy: Implications For Regional Peace And Security,” International Journal of Social
Sciences Bulletin 3, no. 7 (2025): 130-136, accessed December 21, 2025,
https://ijssbulletin.com/index.php/IJSSB/article/view/847/.

26 Muhammad Mobhsin Igbal, “Ballots and Bullets: How India’s Elections Exploit the
Pakistan Threat,” The Friday Times, June 3, 2025,
https://www.thefridaytimes.com/02-Jun-2025/ballots-and-bullets-how-india-s-elections-ex
ploit-the-pakistan-threat.
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secure votes?; and (iii) How does Hindutva-driven foreign policy under
Narendra Modi risk military conflict and crisis instability in South Asia?

Theoretical Framework

The linkage between domestic politics and foreign policy is used in this
paper to analyse the relationship between the domestic political factors such as
leadership interests, election incentives and ideological narratives including
Hindutva and how they shape India’s foreign policy, especially towards
Pakistan. The paper has employed Constructivism to explain how ideas,
identity, and perceptions of threat shape state behaviour. Contextually,
Hindutva is not just an electoral tool but an identity-based worldview that
defines who belongs to the nation and who is seen as the enemy, with Pakistan
framed as a constant external threat. Together, this framework helps explain
how India’s domestic electoral politics influence its foreign policy and military
posture toward Pakistan.

Methodology

The paper adopts a qualitative and analytical methodology, integrating
multiple sources of data to examine the linkage between domestic politics and
strategic behavior. It conducts qualitative content analysis of political speeches,
party manifestos, and official policy statements, with particular focus on
references to Hindutva and anti-Pakistan rhetoric during elections. In addition,
it relies on secondary data from scholarly literature, policy reports, and
democracy indices to contextualize changes in India’s political environment
and institutional landscape. Selected electoral and security-related episodes,
such as general elections and two recent attacks by nuclear-armed India on
nuclear-armed Pakistan are examined as case studies to illustrate the
relationship between electoral politics and escalation dynamics.

Scope and Limitations

The paper examines the interplay between Hindutva ideology, electoral
politics, and regional peace and security. It focuses on the period from 2014 to
2025, corresponding to Narendra Modi’s tenure as Prime Minister, during
which Hindutva has become deeply institutionalized within state structures and
electoral discourse. The research focuses on India’s relations with Pakistan,
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given their history of conflict, nuclearization, and recurring crises, while
acknowledging the broader South Asian context.

Historical Evolution of Hindutva in Indian Politics

The Sanskrit term Hindutva (Hinduness) was first used by Bengali
intellectual Chandranath Basu in 1892 to describe the cultural and civilizational
essence of Hindu society.”’ It remained largely a cultural connotation until the
early twentieth century, when Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, an Indian ideologue
and Hindu politician, transformed it into an explicitly political ideology.
Savarkar, in his 1923 seminal work titled “Hindutva: Who is a Hindu?” defined
the Indian nation in civilizational terms, asserting that India was fundamentally
a Hindu homeland (Hindustan) bound together by shared ancestry, history,
culture, and geography.”

Savarkar made a deliberate distinction between Hinduism as a religion
and Hindutva as a political ideology. This separation allowed Hindutva to
function as a nationalist framework rather than a theological belief system.
According to Savarkar, only those communities that regarded India as both
their fatherland (Pitribhumi) and holy land (Punyabhumi) could be considered
part of the nation. This definition implicitly excluded Muslims and Christians,
whose sacred sites are situated outside India, unless they fully assimilated into
Hindu cultural norms.? This exclusionary conception of citizenship became a
defining feature of Hindutva politics.

Hindutva seeks to redefine Indian nationhood in explicitly Hindu
civilizational terms. It promotes the idea that India is fundamentally a Hindu
nation and that religious minorities, particularly Muslims, exist at the margins
of this national identity. Unlike Hinduism, Hindutva functions as a political
doctrine aimed at establishing Hindu supremacy within the state and society.
Through selective interpretations of history and culture, it constructs narratives
of historical victimhood and cultural threat, which are then mobilized for
political purposes. As a result, electoral politics in India increasingly revolves

27 Chandranath Basu, Hindutva (Calcutta: Gurudas Chattopadhyay & Sons, 1892).

2 Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, Hindutva: Who Is a Hindu? (Nagpur: Veer Savarkar
Prakashan, 1923).

?  Christophe Jaffrelot, The Hindu Nationalist Movement and Indian Politics (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1996), 27-32.
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around questions of identity rather than socio-economic development.*

Hindutva also propounds the establishment of Akhand Bharat, a
concept advocating for a greater India encompassing modern-day South Asia.
The assertion is rooted in historical, cultural, and civilizational claims,
promoted by Hindu nationalist groups, causing regional tensions.’!
Additionally, certain ideological and historical narratives advanced by RSS
affiliated thinkers extend Akhand Bharat beyond South Asia to include parts of
Central Asia and Southeast Asia, including Indonesia, Cambodia, and Thailand.
The claim is not always territorial but civilizational, emphasizing the historical
spread of Indic culture, religion, trade, and influence rather than modern
political sovereignty.*> By invoking civilizational homogeneity across
contemporary borders, it challenges the legitimacy of the post-colonial
territorial order.>* For neighboring states, particularly Pakistan, such narratives
are perceived as expansionist and irredentist, thereby generating insecurity and
mistrust. Consequently, ideological assertions made for domestic consumption
acquire regional significance and contribute to heightened tensions in South
Asia.**

The organizational expansion of Hindutva began with the formation of
RSS in 1925 by Keshav Baliram Hedgewar. RSS was conceived as a cultural
and paramilitary organization aimed at disciplining Hindu society and fostering
a unified national consciousness.*® Rather than participating directly in

30 Bushra Amanullah Khan, “Hindutva Under the Modi Regime: Genesis, Resurgence and
Implications for Regional and Global Peace and Security”. 2024. Global Strategic Pulse:
CISSS Journal of Geopolitical & Geo-Economic Studies 1 (1): 38-49.
https://doi.org/10.64988/f528rq43/.

31 Udayan Das, “Udayan Das,” Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI), School of
Arts and Sciences, University of Pennsylvania, August 28, 2023,
https://casi.sas.upenn.edu/iit/udayandas.

32 Udayan Das, “India’s Civilizational Imagination of Southeast Asia, ” E-International

Relations, March 12, 2024,

https://www.e-ir.info/2024/03/12/indias-civilizational-imagination-of-southeast-asia/.

Eviane Leidig, Hindu Nationalism and the Politics of Fear: Ethnographic Perspectives on

the BJP and RSS in India (PhD diss., Tilburg University, 2020),

https://pure.uvt.nl/ws/portalfiles/portal/75910870/PhD-Leidig-2020.pdf.

3 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Pakistan, “Pakistan Categorically Rejects the Statement by
Senior BJP Leader and Chief Minister of Assam Calling for Hindutva’s Expansionist Idea
of So-Called Akhand Bharat,” Government of Pakistan, accessed January 5, 2026,
https://mofa.gov.pk/pakistan-categorically-rejects-the-statement-by-senior-bjp-leader-and-
chief-minister-of-assam-calling-for-hindutvas-expansionist-idea-of-so-called-akhand-bhar
at.

35 Walter K. Andersen and Shridhar D. Damle, The RSS: A View to the Inside (New Delhi:
Penguin, 2018), 45-52.

33
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electoral politics, the RSS focused on ideological training, grassroots
mobilization, and social penetration. Over time, it has established a network of
affiliated organizations, collectively known as the Sangh Parivar, which
continues to exert significant influence over Indian electoral politics.*

Hindutva remained marginal compared to the secular and pluralist
nationalism promoted by the Congress party during the colonial period.
However, the independence of India in 1947 and the ensuing communal
violence had provided a fertile ground for Hindu nationalist propaganda.’’
These events reinforced claims that Hindu interests had been historically
marginalized and that India required a strong Hindu-centric national identity.*
The assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948 by Nathuram Godse, a former
RSS associate, led to the temporary banning of RSS, though the organization
was reinstated within a year.*

The political articulation of Hindutva gained momentum with the
establishment of BJS in 1951 under Syama Prasad Mukherjee, a Hindutva
activist. Although electorally insignificant for decades, BJS consistently
advocated core Hindutva positions, including the abrogation of Article 370, the
implementation of a uniform civil code, and the construction of a Ram temple
in Ayodhya.* Decades later, all these demands have seen the light of the day.
The rebranding of BJS as BJP on 6 April 1980 marked a tactical shift toward
electoral expansion without abandoning ideological commitments.*!

Hindutva gained traction during late 1980s and early 1990s through the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement.*> The mobilization around the Ayodhya dispute

3¢ Christophe Jaffrelot and Ingrid Therwarth, “The Global Sangh Parivar: A Study of
Contemporary International Hinduism,” Palgrave Macmillan UK EBooks, January 1,
2012, 343-64, https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137031716_15.

37 Ziafat Zishan, Jalal-Ud-Din Kakar, and Javeria Fatima, “The Rise of Hindutva:
Implications for Indian Muslim Minorities,” Pakistan Journal of Social Research 04, no.
02 (June 30, 2022): 923-32, https://doi.org/10.52567/pjsr.v4i2.544.

3% Bipan Chandra et al., India Since Independence (New Delhi: Penguin, 2008), 135-140.

% Ramachandra Guha, India After Gandhi: The History of the World's Largest Democracy
(New York: HarperCollins, 2007), 89-92.

40 Christophe Jaffrelot, Hindu Nationalism: A Reader (Princeton: Princeton University

Press, 2007), 183—186.

Bharatiya Janata Party, “Political Resolution,” press release, Bharatiya Janata Party,

accessed December 30, 2025, https://www.bjp.org/pressreleases/political-resolution-3.

4 Ayush Das, “Sacred Politics: The Role of a Hindu Temple from Spirituality to Strategy,”
LSE Undergraduate Political Review (blog), February 20, 2024, London School of
Economics and Political Science, accessed December 30, 2025,
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/Iseupr/2024/02/20/sacred-politics-the-role-of-a-hindu-temple-from-
spirituality-to-strategy/

41
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culminated in the demolition of the Babri Masjid in December 1992, an event
that fundamentally altered India’s political trajectory. It normalized religious
polarization as an electoral strategy and consolidated Hindu nationalism as a
dominant political force.*

Narendra Modi and the Mainstreaming of Hindutva

Hindutva has increasingly become a decisive force in Indian electoral
politics, particularly since the rise of Narendra Modi and the BJP to national
prominence.* It has evolved from an ideological undercurrent into the
governing framework of the Indian state.** BJP’s electoral dominance since
2014 has enabled the institutionalization of Hindutva principles across society,
secularism, economics, and diplomacy.*® While proponents describe Hindutva
as a civilizational revival, critics argue that it has eroded India’s constitutional
secularism, weakened democratic institutions, and marginalized religious
minorities.*’

The V-Dem Democracy Report 2025 highlights a sustained
deterioration in democratic standards in India, primarily attributing this decline
to democratic backsliding during Narendra Modi’s era. The report identifies
constraints on freedom of expression, systematic repression of civil society,
restrictions on academic and cultural spaces, and the growing prevalence of
disinformation and political polarization as major areas of concern.*

4 Thomas Blom Hansen, The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in Modern
India (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999), 170-176.

“ “Once a fringe Indian ideology, Hindu nationalism is now mainstream, thanks to Modi's
decade in power,” AP News, July 19, 2024,
https://apnews.com/article/79¢30c8ae750a9c037d86b9e2¢c1b640c

4 Christophe Jaffrelot, Modi's India: Hindu Nationalism and the Rise of Ethnic Democracy
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2021), 3—7; Angana Chatterji et al.,
Majoritarian State: How Hindu Nationalism Is Changing India (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2019), 1-5.

4 Milan Vaishnav, The BJP in Power: Indian Democracy and Religious Nationalism
(Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, April 4, 2019), accessed
December 30, 2025,
https://carnegicendowment.org/research/2019/04/the-bjp-in-power-indian-democracy-and
-religious-nationalism?lang=en.

47 Suhas Palshikar, “The BJP and Hindu Nationalism,” Journal of Democracy 26, no. 2
(2015): 34-48.

“  Tarique Ahmed Abro, “India: World’s Largest Democracy in Retreat,” Pakistan Today,
September 22, 2025,
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2025/09/22/india-worlds-largest-democracy-in-retreat/.
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Similarly, India has been classified as a “Flawed Democracy” by the
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) in its Democracy Index 2024, primarily due
to concerns over declining civil liberties, political culture, press freedom, and
the erosion of democratic norms, despite regular elections.®

The historical evolution of Hindutva thus reflects a broader shift in
Indian politics from pluralist nationalism toward majoritarian rule.”® The
ideological framing of India as a Hindu nation has provided strong electoral
incentives by enabling political mobilization along religious identity lines.
Hindu nationalist rhetoric has been strategically deployed to consolidate Hindu
votes by reframing elections as civilizational contests rather than democratic
competitions over governance and policy.’! This strategy has proven effective
in a political environment where religious identity overlaps with electoral
behaviour, allowing cultural majoritarianism to be translated into sustained
political dominance.

Election campaigns by BJP, under the leadership of Narendra Modi,
have consistently combined Hindutva ideology with national security
narratives, especially through anti-Pakistan rhetoric.>? Pakistan is frequently
portrayed as both an external adversary and an internal ideological reference
point, reinforcing Hindu nationalist claims of threat and unity.> BJP’s electoral
campaigns have increasingly emphasized militarized nationalism, particularly
during periods of heightened India-Pakistan tensions. Such moments have been
leveraged to shift public attention away from domestic issues toward questions
of national security and identity, thereby strengthening the ruling party’s
electoral position.*

4 Economist Intelligence Unit, “Democracy Index 2024 - Economist Intelligence Unit,”

Economist Intelligence Unit, February 28, 2025,

https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2024/.

Edward Anderson and Arkotong Longkumer, “‘Neo-Hindutva’: Evolving Forms, Spaces,

and Expressions of Hindu Nationalism,” Contemporary South Asia 26, no. 4 (October 2,

2018): 37177, https://doi.org/10.1080/09584935.2018.1548576.

51 Raja M. Ali Saleem, “Hindu Civilizationism: Make India Great Again,” Religions 14, no.
3 (2023), on civilisational framing in Hindutva discourse.

2 A. Azam, “Indian Foreign Policy towards Pakistan during Modi Era,” BTTN Journal 1,
no. 1 (2022), https://bttn.org.pk/ojs/index.php/BTTN_Journal/article/download/9/2/176.

33 Rajeshwari Krishnan, “Elections, Nationalism and the BJP,” Economic and Political
Weekly 58, no. 24 (2023): 23-28.

% European Foundation for South Asian Studies (EFSAS), India Votes | The 2024 Elections
and the Limits of Hindu Nationalism (Amsterdam: EFSAS, 2025), conclusion on electoral
effects and regional dynamics.
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The expansion of Hindutva in electoral politics has been significantly
amplified by the strategic use of media, including social media.”> The BJP’s
sophisticated digital campaign machinery has transformed political
communication in India, allowing ideological narratives to be disseminated
rapidly across a broad audience.’® Social media platforms have been used to
personalize political messaging, mobilize supporters, and marginalize
dissenting voices. Encrypted messaging applications have further facilitated
the circulation of polarizing content, misinformation, and communal
narratives, often beyond the reach of regulatory oversight.’” At the same time,
sections of the mainstream media have increasingly echoed government
narratives, contributing to an information environment favourable to Hindu
nationalist politics.*®

BJP Electoral Gains through Hindutva Mobilization

The general elections of 2014, 2019, and 2024 demonstrate the
consolidation of Hindutva within India’s democratic framework. The 2014 Lok
Sabha election marked the BJP’s emergence as a dominant national party, aided
by a campaign that blended development promises with Hindu nationalist
aspirations.’® The 2014 election results revealed that BJP’s main electoral base
constituted the Hindu voters across almost all caste groups. Survey data from
the Lokniti National Election Study (2014), conducted by a Delhi-based
research institute named Center for Sustainable Development of Society
(CSDS), show that about 54.1% of upper-caste Hindus, 42.1% of lower OBCs
(Other Backward Classes), 30.2% of upper OBCs, 33.3% of peasant castes,
37.5% of Scheduled Tribes, and 24.0% of Dalits voted for the BJP. Taken
together, around 38—40% of all Hindu voters voted for BJP. Hindus made up
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around 90% of BJP’s total votes. These figures show that BJP’s 2014 landslide
victory was primarily based on Hindu support.®

In the 2019 Lok Sabha election, BJP achieved a historic electoral
victory. It won about 37 percent of the national vote, which was the highest vote
share received by any single political party in India since the 1989 general
election. This vote share translated into 303 seats out of 543 in the Lok Sabha,
allowing the BJP to form a government on its own for the second consecutive
time. Compared to 2014, when the BJP won 282 seats with around 31 percent
of the vote, the 2019 results showed a clear increase in both popular support
and parliamentary strength. The outcome confirmed the BJP’s position as the
dominant political force in India at the national level.®" The 2019 election
further solidified BJP dominance, with heightened nationalist sentiment and
security-driven discourse shaping voter behaviour.®

In the 2024 Lok Sabha general election, the BJP-led NDA remained
electorally strong, securing approximately 44.3 percent of the national popular
vote and winning 293 of the 543 seats in the Lok Sabha. However, BJP alone
had won only 240 seats, thereby losing its outright single-party majority
compared with the 2019 election.®® Although BJP’s parliamentary majority was
reduced, Hindutva and Pakistan-bashing remained central to campaign
narratives, with continued emphasis on religious identity, nationalism, and
perceived external threats.*

Together, these election campaigns illustrate how Hindutva has evolved
from a mobilizational strategy into a structural feature of Indian electoral
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politics, clearly reflected in the BJP’s sustained electoral dominance as
evidenced by its Lok Sabha seats in 2014 (282), 2019 (303), and 2024 (240).%

Implications of Hindutva-based Electoral Politics for Regional Peace and
Security

There are significant implications of Hindutva-based electoral politics
for South Asian peace and security. The growing entanglement of domestic
electoral politics with regional security reduces the effectiveness of
confidence-building measures and undermines crisis management
mechanisms.®® As anti-Pakistan rhetoric by India becomes normalized and
diplomatic engagement recedes, the region remains vulnerable to recurrent
crises with escalation potential between the two nuclear-armed states.®’
Without efforts to decouple electoral incentives from security policy and
restoring dialogue process, Hindutva-driven nationalism is likely to remain a
key source of instability in South Asia.®®

The consolidation of Hindutva as a dominant political ideology in India
has reshaped both domestic politics and regional strategic calculations, with
profound implications for South Asian stability.®” Within India, Hindu
nationalist discourse has become a central driver of clectoral behaviour,
providing incentives for leaders to mobilize religious identity in pursuit of
political legitimacy.” Electoral campaigns increasingly frame national
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elections as contests not merely over governance but also over the preservation
of civilizational identity, encouraging assertive and divisive political
strategies.”!

This blending of ideology and politics has transformed India’s
democratic process, embedding Hindu nationalist rhetoric into mainstream
political practice and reinforcing societal polarization, particularly along
religious lines. Religious minorities, especially Muslims and Christians,
experience heightened marginalization and social insecurity, while democratic
institutions and civil liberties face increasing constraints under the weight of
partisan policy and regulatory pressure.”

These domestic dynamics have a direct impact on India’s foreign policy
behaviour. Indian electoral politics amplify incentives for leaders to adopt
assertive posture toward Pakistan, framing security crises in ways that reinforce
nationalist sentiment and consolidate domestic support.”? The recurring
politicization of India-Pakistan relations by Narendra Modi and his party by
boasting cross-border strikes, heightened military readiness, and inflammatory
public rhetoric demonstrates how domestic electoral imperatives can constrain
strategic flexibility and reduce incentives for de-escalation.’™

The interplay between Hindutva ideology, electoral incentives, and
presence of nuclear weapons create a structural vulnerability in South Asian
security, where conventional crises carry disproportionate escalation risk due to
Narendra Modi’s irrational foreign policy choices.”
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Ideology and identity are central to these dynamics. Hindutva shapes
both the perception of threats and the calculus of political legitimacy,
encouraging leaders to act in ways that reinforce collective Hindu identity
narratives rather than strictly pursuing pragmatic security objectives.”® This
ideological lens has influenced policy toward Kashmir, Pakistan, and broader
regional affairs, narrowing options for diplomacy while prioritizing assertive
posturing. By linking domestic legitimacy to external assertiveness, Hindutva
incentivizes confrontational strategies that constrain the normal functioning of
crisis management mechanisms and confidence-building measures, further
destabilizing an already volatile region.”

The consequences extend beyond India-Pakistan relations to South Asia
as a whole.”® The combination of politicized Hindu nationalism,
Hindutva-based electoral politics, and nuclear weapons undermine long-term
regional stability.” The rise of Hindutva illustrates how domestic electoral
politics, ideology, and identity can shape foreign policy in ways that amplify
regional instability. By intertwining domestic political legitimacy with
irrational strategic behaviour, the Indian state under Hindu nationalist influence
has created structural pressures that limit diplomatic flexibility, increase crisis
vulnerability, and pose challenges to strategic stability in South Asia.
Understanding this interplay is essential for assessing India’s rogue strategic
behaviour and its implications for regional peace and security.

Case Studies

Pakistan-bashing has become a permanent feature of Indian election
campaigns. The general elections of 2014, 2019 and 2024 illustrate the

76 Syeda Saba Batool, “Identity Politics in Crisis Management: A Case Study of India and
Pakistan,” Pakistan Horizon 77, no. 1 (2024): 75-88,
https://www.pakistan-horizon.piia.org.pk/index.php/pakistan-horizon/article/download/34
5/294/335.

77 Younis Ahmad Sheikh, “Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) between India and
Pakistan,” Journal of Islamic World and Politics 7, no. 1 (June 2023): 109118,
https://doi.org/10.18196/jiwp.v7il.46.

78 Serajul I. Bhuiyan, “India Pakistan Conflict: Implications for South Asia,” The Financial
Express (Bangladesh), 2025,
https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/views/views/india-pakistan-conflict-implications-for-s
outh-asia.

7 Maryam Raashed, “An Appraisal of Democratic Regression in India,” Centre for Strategic
and Contemporary Research, March 3, 2021,
https://cscr.pk/explore/themes/politics-governance/an-appraisal-of-democratic-regression-
in-india/.

Global Strategic Pulse 2026



Influence of Hindutva on Indian Electoral Politics:
Implications for Regional Peace and Security 57

increasing use of anti-Pakistan rhetoric by Narendra Modi and BJP as a tool for
electoral mobilization.®" In each election campaign, rhetoric around Pakistan
was amplified to consolidate Hindu majority votes, creating a political
environment in which assertive foreign policy was closely linked to domestic
legitimacy.?’ Importantly, such strategy highlights how domestic electoral
politics influence foreign policy decisions, sometimes prioritizing short-term
political gains over long-term strategic stability. Indian military attacks on
Pakistan in February 2019 and May 2025 support these points.

Indian Attack on Balakot (February 2019): The Indian air attack on Balakot
in February 2019, launched in the wake of Pulwama false-flag operation, serve
as a critical example of the interplay between electoral politics and security
operations. Coming just months before the general elections, the strikes were
widely framed as a demonstration of India’s military resolve against Pakistan.
While they reinforced BJP’s narrative of strong national leadership, they also
escalated regional tensions, raising questions about the domestic political
imperatives and their utility in strategic decision-making.®” Pakistan has
repeatedly underscored that India has, time and again, resorted to orchestrating
false flag operations to artificially create security crises for domestic political
gains. Importantly, such incidents are staged to enable Indian political
leadership to mobilize nationalist sentiment, consolidate domestic support, and
divert attention from poor governance. The habit of blaming Pakistan without
providing any evidence serves electoral objectives by reinforcing a hardline
nationalist narrative.®

The aerial combat on 27 February 2019 resulted in the downing of two
Indian Air Force (IAF) aircraft by Pakistan Air Force (PAF), and the capture of
an IAF pilot, Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman, by Pakistani security
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forces. The pilot was subsequently repatriated to India on 1 March 2019 as a
goodwill gesture aimed at de-escalating the situation.®

The alarming statement like the “Night of Massacre” (Qatal Ki Raat) by
Narendra Modi and BJP politicians following the Balakot humiliation faced by
IAF were deliberately leveraged to galvanize election-time rhetoric by framing
BJP government as decisive, strong, and capable of protecting national
security.® Narendra Modi and other BJP leaders highlighted the strikes as
evidence of effective leadership and a proactive stance against Pakistan,
portraying opposition’s criticism as unpatriotic appeasement.*® This rhetoric
amplified nationalist sentiment, linked foreign policy decisions to domestic
political credibility, and positioned BJP as the defender of India’s honour, while
media coverage reinforced the perception of military success. By projecting the
strikes as a symbolic achievement, BJP strengthened its electoral narrative and
mobilized voter support around patriotism and national security during the
2019 general elections.®’

Pahalgam False-Flag Operation and Four-Day War (2025): The April 2025
Pahalgam false-flag operation, followed by the Four-Day War initiated by
nuclear-armed India against nuclear-armed Pakistan, represents the risks
associated with politicized security narratives.®® The incident intensified
nationalistic discourse and led to rapid military escalation. Coincidently,
elections were to be held in India for the office of the vice president of India,
Rajya Sabha, state legislative assemblies, and local bodies. Unsurprisingly, the
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BJP emerged victorious in all three major elections. The Four-Day War
convincingly demonstrated Pakistan’s military superiority over India,
evidenced by the failure of Operation Sindoor and the resounding success of
Operation Bunyanum Marsoos and Marka e Haq. Pakistan was able to inflict
significant losses on India, neutralizing its conventional military advantage and
redefining conventional deterrence by establishing itself as a credible “peer
competitor” capable of defeating the aggressor.*

This case study underscores the dangers of linking domestic political
agenda to irrational foreign policy decisions and military aggression against a
nuclear-armed state, demonstrating how Hindu identity-driven electoral
strategies can exacerbate regional instability and complicate crisis management
in a nuclearized environment.”

Collectively, these case studies illustrate a consistent pattern: domestic
electoral considerations, particularly under Hindutva-influenced leadership,
can incentivize assertive or high-risk foreign policy behaviour. The interplay of
nationalist rhetoric, military operations, and electoral strategy not only shape
India’s internal political landscape but also directly impact strategic stability in
South Asia, heightening the possibility of miscalculations and conflict
escalation.”

The interplay between Hindutva-driven domestic politics in India and
South Asian strategic stability has become increasingly consequential for
regional peace and security, particularly in the context of India-Pakistan
relations.”” The bilateral rivalry, rooted in unresolved core disputes like
Kashmir and divergent national identities, has long been characterized by
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recurrent crises.” Nuclearization introduced mutual deterrence, reducing the
likelihood of full-scale war while simultaneously increasing the chances of a
limited conflict and crisis instability.”* In this environment, domestic political
incentives in India have emerged as a grave threat to regional peace and
security.”

The influence of Hindutva as a political ideology under Narendra Modi
has resulted in a more assertive Indian posture toward Pakistan, particularly
during election times.”® Military actions, publicized cross-border operations,
and escalatory rhetoric by BJP leaders increasingly function as instruments of
domestic political mobilization.”’

India’s force modernization under Narendra Modi and his temptation to
launch strikes inside Pakistan has undermined strategic stability in the region.”
However, Pakistan’s Full Spectrum Deterrence (FSD) and Quid-Pro-Quo-Plus
(QPQ+) policies have acted as stabilizing factors against India’s recent military
misadventures.”
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Contextually, Narendra Modi’s aggressive military posturing towards
Pakistan, under the influence of Hindu nationalism, impacts crisis stability by
compressing decision-making timelines and increasing the likelihood of
misinterpretation.'®

Conclusion

The paper concludes that there is clear linkage between the
Hindutva-driven electoral politics and anti-Pakistan rhetoric during elections in
India. As a result, it exacerbates crisis instability and enhances the risk of
military confrontation between the two nuclear-armed neighbours. Moreover,
under Narendra Modi’s leadership, Hindutva has become a key instrument of
electoral mobilization. The repeated use of anti-Pakistan rhetoric during
election campaigns illustrates how foreign policy is increasingly used for
domestic political gains. Transforming security concerns into a tool to secure
votes heightens regional tensions, undermines confidence-building
mechanisms, and complicates crisis management in South Asia. The fusion of
electoral objectives with a Hindutva-driven nationalist foreign policy increases
the likelihood of strategic miscalculations in a nuclearized environment, posing
threat to regional and international peace and security.
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